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Outcome:  
After this interactive presentation participants will be better able to 
create and facilitate museum programs that spur diverse audiences to 
become advocates for environmentally conscious practices and 
policies. 
	
Advanced Organizer: 
§  10 minutes – Introduction to Art, the Environment, and Upcycling 

topics  
§  10 minutes – Brainstorming situations in four groups  
§  10 minutes – Discussion of ideas from groups / Q&A  



Back to School Fun - Milk Carton School 
Bus Craft 



Egg Carton Flowers	
Materials:  
egg	carton	(paper	egg	carton)	
paint	(we	used	acrylic	cra4	paints)	
paint	brush	
assorted	beads	
glue	gun	
cereal	box	(empty)	
green	construc9on	paper	
scissors	
glue	s9ck	
string	



Plastic Bottle Flowers	

Etsy	
£25	
Flower	Tiara	in	Blue,	Bridal	Hair	Accessory,	
Wedding	Tiara,	Upcycled	Jewelry,	Floral	
Headpiece	by	ENNA	
	



How might the imagery in the painting (Study for Westward the Course of 
Empire Takes Its Way, 1861, SAAM) and the historical context be used 
for a 5th grade lesson on American (US) environmental history as well as 
present-day environmental issues? 





Summary of audiences: elementary school aged children (ca. 5-12)  
accompanied by adult family and/ or friends.  

Instructions: Divide into four groups. 
•  Group 1 audience: kids 5-12 yrs. accompanied by middle-class American 

grandparents ages 50-75. 
•  Group 2 audience: underprivileged pre-K kids 4-5 yrs. accompanied by teenage 

siblings, babysitters, or parents ages 18-25 yrs.  
•  Group 3 audience:  lower-middle-class kids 5-12 yrs. accompanied by American 

parents ages 21-30. 
•  Group 4 audience: pre-K kids 4-5 yrs. with affluent American grandparents ages 

50-75. 
 
Steps: 
1.  As a group pick one of the four images. 
2.  Brainstorm how you could facilitate a conversation about environmental issues (soil 

erosion caused by over farming, deforestation, loss of animal habitats, industrialism, 
human-created pollution, etc.). 

3.  What upcycling craft or project could a museum educator create with your audience 
during a 1-hour program? 

4.  Briefly tell the class about your objectives and program. 



Other Related Examples: 

 
ReDress: Upcycled Style 
§  A Traveling Exhibition. 
§  Eighteen of Nancy Judd’s enchanting couture fashion sculptures made from trash are 

traveling to museums and art centers around the United States.  
 
Spark!Lab 
§  ‘“With the current theme "Planet," visitors engage in hands-on activities focused on 

building a planet-friendly building, helping clean up the ocean, moving water from place 
to place without pipes, testing renewable energy, powering up a solar tree, and 
"upcycling" e-waste (reusing discarded material to create a product of a higher quality or 
value than the original).”’ 

Earth Day Poetry Contest (yearly) 
§  Sponsored by the Coati Kids Club of the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum. 
§  For grades K-6. 

 



Citations:  

Slide 1: http://handsonaswegrow.com/34-recyclables-to-upcycle-for-the-kids/  
Slide 2: https://www.pinterest.com/explore/plastic-bottle-flowers/  
Slide 3: 
http://www.momto2poshlildivas.com/2011/08/back-to-school-fun-milk-carton-school.html  
Slide 4: http://www.kitchencounterchronicle.com/may-flowers/  
Slide 5: https://www.etsy.com/uk/listing/287100743/upcycled-plastic-tiara-hair-accessory 
Slide 6: http://americanart.si.edu/education/pdf/envisioning_manifest_destiny.pdf 
Slide 7: 
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/invitational-2016/artists/lee/younglee-
peoniesandbutterflies.cfm  
Steven Young Lee, Peonies and Butterflies, 2013, porcelain, cobalt inlay, gold luster decals. 
Lee and Mel Eagle Collection. Top Image: © Steven Young Lee. Used by permission. Image 
courtesy of Duane Reed Gallery. 
http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/Collection/art-object-page.50727.html  
Thomas Cole, A View of the Mountain Pass Called the Notch of the White Mountains 
(Crawford Notch), 1839, oil on canvas, overall: 102 x 155.8 cm (40 3/16 x 61 5/16 in.) 
Andrew W. Mellon Fund1 967.8.1, National Gallery of Art, DC. 
http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/Collection/art-object-page.30776.html  
George Inness, The Lackawanna Valley, c. 1856, oil on canvas, overall: 86 x 127.5 cm (33 
7/8 x 50 3/16 in.), Gift of Mrs. Huttleston Rogers 1945.4.1., National Gallery of Art, DC. 
http://americanart.si.edu/collections/search/artwork/?id=7628  
W. Herbert Dunton, Fall in the Foothills, ca. 1933-1934, oil on canvas, 34 x 42 in. (86.4 x 
106.8 cm.), Smithsonian American Art Museum. Transfer from the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, National Park Service, 1965.18.36.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Citations: 	
Slide 8.  
http://recyclerunway.com/exhibitions/museums/  
“ReDress: Upcycled Style” 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/blog/frankenstrats-sparklab  
“Spark!Lab”  
https://www.desertmuseum.org/kids/events_poetry.php  
“Earth Day Poetry Contest,” The Dessert Museum, Tucson, Arizona. 
Slide 11: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/255579347579543117/ 
https://www.pinterest.com/1mooregwen/pet-beds-and-other-pet-diy/ 
http://littlebgcg.com/2014/04/upcycling-projects.html   
Slide 9 . Anna Walcutt  
https://www.pinterest.com/1mooregwen/pet-beds-and-other-pet-diy/ 
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